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NT Land Councils: Audit rationale

The audit was conducted to provide independent assurance to the 
Australian Parliament that the Land Councils’ governance 

arrangements are effective in meeting legislative obligations under the 
Aboriginal Land Rights Act, the Native Title Act and the Performance, 

Governance and Public Accountability Act.  
Land Councils play an important role in securing rights and realising 

benefits for Aboriginal constituents. Many external stakeholders, 
including government entities, non-government organisations, and 

Indigenous and non-Indigenous businesses, rely on the efficient and 
effective operation of the Land Councils.
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Audit fieldwork in Wujal Wujal

Audit fieldwork in Santa 
Teresa (Ltyentye Apurte)
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Reporting back to the Groote 
Strong Women’s Group



Anindilyakwa Advancement 
Aboriginal Corporation

(AAAC)
Est. Dec 2017

7 Directors, who must be 
Aboriginal peoplec

(no CEO)

Anindilyakwa 
Royalty Aboriginal 

Corporation
(ARAC)

8 Directors including 
Tony Wurramarrbaa $24m (50%)

Royalty equivalent 
distribution 2021-22

$47.8M (100%)

ALC
Chair: Tony 

Wurramarrba
CEO: Mark Hewitt

Major Investment and 
Development Coordinator:  

Mark Hewitt’s spouse

To another 11 
Aboriginal 

corporations

$9.4m (20%)

$4.5m (9%)

$14.4m (30%)

$19.5m (41%)

Aus China Intl Mining
40% shareholder

4000 shares bought for $10m
Aust China Intl Mining loan of 

$1m to Winchelsea Mining Winchelsea Mining 
Joint Venture est. 2018 

Chair and Director: Tony 
Wurramarrba

Co-CEO and Director: Mark Hewitt
Executive Assistant:  Mark Hewitt’s 

spouse

60% shareholder
6000 shares bought for $60

AAAC loan of $11.6m to 
Winchelsea Mining

Supports the development of 
Winchelsea Mining

Stimulus 
Packageb

$3.2m 
(24% total 
funding)

Stimulus 
Packageb

$7.1m 
(53% total 
funding)

Groote Holdings Aboriginal 
Corporation

(GHAC)
Est. Feb 2021

9 Directors, including Tony 
Wurramarrbad   

Executive Director and 
Transition Manager: Mark 

Hewitt
COO: Mark Hewitt’s spouse 

Governance and CFO: Enmarke

Figure 4.1: Relationships 
between ALC, AAAC, 

GHAC and Winchelsea 
Mining, 2021-22

Source: Auditor-General 
Report No. 29 of 2022-23



Reporting back to the Groote 
Strong Women’s Group



Managing the risks of citizen 
engagement

• Managing expectations

• Setting the parameters of performance 
audit work

• Preserving independence, neutrality and 
objectivity



Questions

Source: CLC Council News, April 2022.


